T his two-page report is the thirty-first in an annual series in the IBMR that lays out in summary form an annual update of significant religious statistics. The series began three years after the publication of the first edition of David Barrett's World Christian Encyclopedia (WCE; Oxford Univ. Press, 1982 (Wiley-Blackwell, 2013) , covers the methodology of counting religionists around the world. In mid-2014 Brian Grim, Todd Johnson, Vegard Skirbekk, and Gina Zurlo produced the first of a series of annuals titled Yearbook of International Religious Demography (Brill) .
Redesign
This year we have redesigned the annual statistical table, deleting many previous categories and adding some new ones. Categories cut include rural dwellers, nonliterates, church attenders, councils of churches, and several evangelism variables. Notably, the "Great Commission Christians" concept has been retired. This category, introduced in the early 1990s, was used by many agencies to express ecumenism in mission. While tracking Christians within each tradition who are active in mission and evangelism is valid, we have not found a way to corroborate these particular estimates with surveys and poll data. We break down the Independent Christian category into six subcategories by region (lines 29-34). In every case, global figures are derived by adding together data on 234 countries.
Religious Diversity
A new category this year is Religious Diversity (line 8), a composite measure of how diverse the religious makeup of individual countries is. This measure is adapted from the field of economics (market share studies). The least possible diversity is represented by 0 and the most by 1. The world as a whole is considerably more diverse in 2015 than it was in 1900, but diversity is now on a slight decline. While many countries in the Western world are becoming more diverse through secularization and immigration, others are becoming less diverse. In 2015 the most diverse countries are South Korea at 0.82 and China at 0.81, while the world as a whole (all countries' individual contributions) is at 0.45. The least diverse country is Afghanistan at 0.00 (99.8 percent Muslim). See The World's Religions in Figures, chapter 3 , for method and details.
Post-Christendom
Another new measure is the percentage of Christians who live in countries that are 80 percent or more Christian (line 25). In 1900 it was 95.0 percent, by 1970 it had fallen to 76.0 percent, and by 2015 it had further declined to 52.4 percent. This phenomenon is related to religious diversity; most majority-Christian countries are becoming less Christian through secularization and immigration.
Personal Contact
Christians make up one-third of the world's population (line 22). It therefore might be expected that a significant number of non-Christians would have some kind of personal contact (line 50) with a Christian. This is not the case, however, since Christians are not evenly distributed globally. Some countries have large Christian majorities, while in others Christians constitute small minorities. Within a country, or even a city, adherents of different religions can be isolated from each other in many ways, including geographically, ethnically, socially, and economically.
In order to estimate the number of non-Christians who have personal contact with a Christian, a formula has been developed and applied to each ethnolinguistic people group (see "Methodological Notes" in the Atlas of Global Christianity; also posted in the footnotes online). Thus, for every non-Christian population in the world, there is an indication of Christian presence and contact. Summing weighted values for each country, region, and continent produces a global total. Although these numbers are estimates, they offer a preliminary assessment of a critical shortfall. Overall, Buddhists, Hindus, and Muslims have relatively little contact with Christians. In each case, more than 86 percent of these religionists globally do not personally know a Christian (or, as line 50 reports, only 14 percent of all non-Christians know a Christian).
2050
Since 2025 is now only ten years away, we have expanded the table to include estimates for 2050. The United Nations Population Division projects population figures for every country of the world from 1950 to 2100, allowing us to base our projections for religion on their population figures. While these projections should be treated with caution, they do point to some important trends. Of particular interest: by 2050, world population (line 1) will cross the 9 billion mark, and Christians (line 23) will number 3.3 billion, or 36 percent (line 22). Note that this percentage is now on the rise after falling for nearly a century. This can be explained partly by the fact that the growth of Christianity in the Global South is now outpacing losses in the Global North. Pentecostals (line 38) will likely exceed 1 billion. Finally, the unevangelized (line 67) will rise to 2.6 billion, or 27.3 percent (line 68) of the world's population. 
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